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REAR ADMTRAL LEONARD B. AUSTIN
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED
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Leonard Bynner Austin was born in Swathmore, Pennsylvania, on
March 20, 1893, son of the late James Henry and Emma Bynner Austin.
‘He attended Germantown Academy- in Philadelphia, before his appoint-
ment of the U, 3. Naval Acadewy, Annapolis, Maryland, from hig native.
state in 1915, Graduated and commisaioned Engign on March 29, 1917,
he subsequently attained the rank of Captain, to date from June 14,
1942, On July 1, 1948, he wase transferred to the Retired List of
the U, S, Navy and promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral,

Tollowing graduation from the Naval Academy in March 1917 and the
United States' entry into World War I on April 6 of that year, he
served throuchout the war in the USS NEW ORLEANS, which acted ag ocean
egcort to wmerchant convoys, asgigned to Squadron TW0, Cruiser Force, -
Atlantic Fleet., Before his detachment in November 1920, that crulsexn
had returned to her former duty with the Aeiatic Fleet., While at
Vladivostol, Siberia, A& statinon ghip until September 1920, she joine
the U, S. Army-Navy, and Ruselan expedition in July and August 1919
to clear and occupy the region of the Briner Mines. o~

He continued sea duty in 1921 aboard the USS HART and USS TARBELL,
units »f the Asiatic Tleet, and during November and December of that:
year commandel the USS BRUCE, operatini wilith Destroyer Squadron
 THIRTEEN, in the Pacific, From February to November 1022 he served
in the USS HANNIBAL, assisned to U. 9. Navy Surveying Expedition No.
TWO. He next had a tour of shore duty in the Fourth Naval District,
attached to the Navy Yard, FPhiladelphia, and from November 1924 o
August 1927 served successively in the battleshipe UTAH and ARKANSAS.

Returning to the Naval Academy in Sgptember 1927, he =served until
May 1930 ae= an instructor in the Department of English. During the -
next three yearg he had duty afloat, first as Executlve Officer of
the USS AARON WARD, and from April 1932 in coumand of the UssS CROWNIN-
SHTIELD. A second tour of duty at the Naval Academy, this time in
the Department of Seamanship and Navigation, nreceded duty for a
year (June 19%6-1937) ae Navigator of the Uss CoLORADO, and a second
year as Commanding Officer of the USS CUYAMA, : _

He reported in June 1938 to the Naval War Colleze, Newport, Rhode
Teland, and after a year'!'e ingtruction, had still another period of
duty, until June 1940, at the Naval Academy, assignes GO the Depart-:
ment of Enelish, History and Government. From July 1040 until Mey
1941 he commanded the U35 BALCH, and immediately rrior to and durlng
the first part of World War II, ho comranded Desgtroyer Division DEVET
participating in operations fnllowing the attaci on Pearl Harbor and
the initial landinge st Guadalcanal and Tulazi., From Septembor to
November 1042 he commandced Degtroyer Squadron THREE, algo in the
Pacifin, and for three monthe thereafter he was ageizned to Destroyer
Squadron TWENTY-TWO. '

performance of out-

"pop excepbionally merltorioug conduct in the
rom Decen-

standing service.,.ag Commandor Destroyer Division SEVEN f

ber 7, 1641, to August 14, 1942; and ar Commander Destroyer Sguadron
TWENTY-TWO, "during March 194%,.." he wag awarded the Tegion of Morit
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with Combat "V." The citation continuee:. "After undergoing the air
attack at Pearl Harbor, Captain Auetin took part in the offenaive

Carrier Task Force sweeps in the Pacific, regcuing survivors of the
5IMS and NEOSHO...and took an active part in rescue operatlons follow-
ing the Battle of Savo Island. d= Commander Destroyer Squadron TWEN?Y-

TWO0, he guccesefully carried out escort operationg in the Pacific...

Tn April 1943 he assumed command of the USS WEST VIRGINTA, battle-
ahip. & month latcer he was detached to report to the Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, b, C,, where
he remained on cduty until June 1945. Ie received a Letter of Commenda-
tion, with Ribbon, from the Sgerotary of Navy, for "exceptionally
meritorious service in the performance OF hisg dutiee ag Officer 1in
Charge of the Destroyoer seetion of the Fleet Malntenance Division,
Office of the Chief of Naval Operationg, from August 9, 164% to June

4, 1945..."

He was attashed to the Training Command, Amphibious Forces,
Pacific Fleet, from June to August 1945, and for three monthe there-
after he commanded Traneport Divieisn FORTY-FOUR., In December of
that year he joined the ataff of Commander Occupation Forces, Truk
Island, and served as Chief of Staff and Aide until April 19&6. Re~
turninge to the Navy Department, he had brief duty in the Bureau of
Naval Personnel, after which he again had cduty in the 0ffice of the
Chief of Naval Operatione from July 1946 until relioved.of actlve -
duty pending his retireoent on July 1, 1948. : :

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," and the Com-

mendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Austin haz the World War I Victory

Medal, Esgcort (lasp; the American Defense Service Mednl; the American
Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campailzn Medal with two starse; ;
and the World War II Victory Medal, :

NAVY-Biographies Section, 0I-023
1p January 1953






