' REAR ADMIRAL COLIN CAMPBELL, U.S. NAVY RETIRED

“0olin Campbell was born at Pittsburg, Kansas, on November 23,
_gon of Mrs, Helen Goff Campbell and the late Philip Pitt Camp-

11, He attended Western High School,, Washington, D. C., before
tering the United 8tates Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, in

13, Graduated with distinction and commlssioned Ensign on March 29,

17, he advanced through the various grades to the rank of Captain

o date from June 14, 1942, Transferred to the Retired List of the
vy, effective July 1, 1949, he was advanced to Rear Admiral on the
Folilowing his graduation in 1917, he was assigned duty as Watch
ivision, and Assistant Engineer Officer aboard the USS NORIH

A, operating with the Atlantlc Fleet., Detached from that battle-

in May, 1919, he reported to the William Cramp & Sons shipyard,.

delphia, Pennsylvania, for duty in connection with fitting out .

HANDLER, destroyer, and served as Engilneer Offlcer, later as
‘Of figer, following her commissioning on September 5, 1919,

DLER was on duty in the Black Sea and Eastern Medlterranean

¢ time of the evacuation of General Wrangel's army and Russian

gees, in 1920.
.-December, 1921, he was agsigned to the Asiatic Station, and
1later he assumed command of the USS AVOCET and served until
~placed out of commigslion the following April, He then trans-
o the USS SOUTHARD at Olongapo, Philippine Islands, to serve
xecutive Officer until she was decommissioned in- February,
s In March he reported to the Bureau of Engineering, Navy De-
ent, Washington, D.C., for a two year %tour of duty, editing the
u of- Engineering Manual. Upon completion of that assignment he
the UBSS SHARKEY, operating in the Atlantic, and was Executive
~from April 1925 to June, 1928, having cruised the year June

_27fin~European waters,

- Returning to the Navy Department in July, 1928, he reported to

: Offtice of the Judge Advocate CGeneral, and under the supervision

of that O0fflce attended the School of Law:at George Washington Univer-
81ty Washington, D.C. Graduating with distinction in June, 1931, he

received the Bachelor of Laws degree from that university and was then
mltted to the Bar of the Dlstriect of Columbia. Two years Intor hoé.was
admitted to the Bar of -the.Supreme. fourt of the United States,

- From July, 1931 to. June, 1934, he served as Alde and Flag Secre-
vy on the staff of Commander Destroyers, Scouting Force, USS RALEIGH
flagship, -He agaln reported for duty in the Navy Department on June
©0, 1934, for a two year four as Alde to the Judge Advocate General of
the Navy. From June, 1936 to June, 1937, he served as Navigator
oard the USS NEW MEXTCO, operating. in Pacific waters as flagship of
ttleship Division 3, Battle Force, and following detachment from .
uty, he commanded the USS HANNIBAL for one year., That vessel
‘& surveying expedltion of the mouth of the Orinoco River, basing
%t of Bpain, Trinldad. In July, 1938 he was assigned to the
h Naval District Headquarters, San Francisco, California, as
gonnel Officer, and served there until December, 1940.




-{ldwing the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Decémber 7, I64l, hb di-

' October, 1942, for further assignment, and immediately upon arrival.

. for repairs, He was awarded the Navy Crogs, the Silver Star Medal,

- formation, contrlbuting in large measure o the complete destruction
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' He joined the USS TENNESSEE for duty as Executive Officer, Fol-

gegved for 36 heuatd, fThe fighting-of fires caused by burning. oil from
“the ARIZONA, sunk o few feeb astern of the TENNESBEE, For his serv-
lces at that timeé he recelved a Letter of Commendation with authori-
zation to wear the Commendation Ribbon from the Commander in Chief,

U.8, Pacific Fleet.

, Returning to Puget Sound Navy Yard late in December, 1941 for
repairs to the TENNESSEE, he was subsequently detached, and in June,
1942 he agsumed command of the USS WHITNEY, based at Tongatabu in the
South Pacific, and .acted as Senior Officer Presont Afloat at that port.
The WHITNEY served the ships preparing to land on Guadalcanal, and was
later based at Noumea, repairing the battle damage to ships of the
South Pacific Force. He returned to San Francisco, California, in-

wa s ordered to commafd the USS S8T. LOUILS, then undergoing overhaul atb
Mare Ieland Naval Shipyard, _ . .

; Departing for the South Pacific, the 8T, LOUIS reported to that
command in December, 1942, and took part in the campaigne for the con—
s0llidation of Guadalcanal, the Southern Solomons, and New Georgia, .
Participating in the bombardments of Munda and Kolombangara, the night
surface battles of Kula Gulf and Kolombangara, the ST.LOUIS received.
2 torpedo hlt in the bow on July 13, 1943, and although théere were no
fatallitles among the pergonnel, the ship was sent back to Mare Island

and the Bronze Star Medal, and also has the ribbon for and a Tacsimile
pf the Navy Unit Commendation awarded.to the USS 8T. LOUIS for the
perlod of this service. The cltations state in part; _

. NAVY CROSS: "For extraordinary heroism as Commanding Officer of
the USS 8T. LOUIS in action against enemy Japanese forcesgs in the - '
Solomon Iglands on July.-5 and 6, 1943, As part of a task force in
glose support of the landing of United States troops at Rice Anchorage
an New Georgla Ieland, (he) ekillfully maneuvered his ship through
negtricted submarine-infested waters and c¢ffectively bombarded enemy
gshore batberies and installations in the face of intense Japanese gun
and torpedo fire. Twenty-four hours later, the ST, LOUIS, .leading the
crulser formation during one phase of the actlion, participated in an.
engagement with a numerically superior Japanese naval force and,
through (his) brilliant direction of her accurate gunfire, assisted .
mMaterially i% the sinking of severe damaging of all the hostile
vessels. o C o : '

. - ®ilver Star Medal: "For conspilcuous gallantry and intrepidity as
Commanding Officer of the USS ST.  LOUIS during the engagement with
énemy Japanese naval forces off Kolombangara Island, Solomon Islands,
in the early morning of July 13, 1943, Leading the oruiser line of
battle in the second phase of this acticn agalnst eix hostile vesselg,
(he) directed the highly.sustained ang accurafe fire upon the opposing

of at least four and probably all of the Japanese ghips, « Captain." .
Campbellls inspiring leadershlp and the gallant devotion to duty of his
command reflect great credit upon the United Btates Naval Service, '
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Bronze Star Medal: “...r;operating as a Unit of a Task Torce

“?dufing combined minelaying expeditions and bombardment missions in
. the enemy Japanese-held Kolombangara-and New Georgla Areas, Solomon
- Islands, the nights of May 7 and 13, 1943. Skillfully maneuvering

through poorly charted waters under cover of darkness, Captgin Camp-
bell carried out his gssighed dutles courageously and with unwavering
determination ... Mmoo '
Navy Unit Commendation -- U3S8 ST. LOUIS . § :
M. o o A resolute and sturdy veteran, complemented by skilled
and aggressive offilcers and men, the 8T. LOUIS rendered dlstinctive

service, sustaining and enhahclng the finest traditions of the United

States Naval_Servipe,ﬂi;

‘ In November, 1945,-he'réported for duty in the Plans Division
under the Commander -in Chief, U.8, Fleet and the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Navy Department, and was Chlerf of the Atlantic Section at the

“time the landings in Normandy and Southern France were being planned

and executed. - In December, 1944, ‘he was detalled as a member of the
Joint Staff Planners under the Joint Chlefs of Staff., From December,
1946 until March, 1947, he was a member of the Ships! Organization
Board, which recommended revising organization in the light of war
-exXperienceg, . . - : :

: Following -detachment from the Navy Department, he reported in
April, 1947, as Commanding Officer of the U.S, Naval Station, Tongue
Point, Astoria, Oreggon, and in September, 1947 he assumed command of
the Columbia River Group, Pacific Reserve Fleet, based at that Station,
He served in that asglgnment until his retirement becams effoctive
on July 1, 1949, . . . * 3 '

In addition to the Navy Cross, the Silver Star Medal, the Bronze
Star Medal, the Commendatlon Hibbon, and the Navy Unit Commendation
{Uss 8T. LOUIS), Rear Admiral Campbell has the World War T Victory
Medal with clasp; the American Defense Service Medal!: the American
Lampaign Medal; the Aslatic-Pacific Campaign Medal wlth four engage—
ment stars, and World War IT Victory Medal, L :

— et e e

(Rear Admiral Campbell's father, the late Philip Pitt Campbell,
represented the Third District of Kansas in the United States Congress
from 1903 to 1923, was Chalrman of the Rules Jummittee and acted as .
Speaker of the Houge prior to his retirenert.) '

17 July 1950 .






