NAVAL HISTORY DIVISION

CAPTATN ROBERT W. CHEWNING, UNITED STATES NAVY

"Robert Wills Chewning was born in Charlottesville, Virginia, on
December 23, 1929, son of Dr. Carroll Wills Chewning and Mrs, (Viverne
Akers) Chewning., e graduated from Randolph Macon Academy, Front
Royal,. Virginia and attended the Unlversity of Virginia at Charlottes-
ville, for ohe year, prior to embering the U. S, Naval Academy, Annap-
olis, Maryland, on appointment from his native state in 1949, Graduated
and comnissloned Ensign on June 5, 1953, he subsequently advanced in
rank to that of Captain, to date from June 28, 1971.- His selection
for the rank of- Rear Admlral was approved by the President on January
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_Following‘graduation-from the Naval Academy in 1953, he remsined
‘there ag a Plebe Drill Instructor and Boxing Coach until September of
that year, then joined the USS RADFORD (DDE=-ML6) as First Lieutenant.,
Detached from that antisubmarine destroyer in May 1955, he next had
submarine training at the Submarine. School, New London, Connectilcut.
Completing instruction there in December 1957, he reported the next
‘month on bosrd the USS AMBERJACK (S5-522). In January 1958 he re-
“turned to the Submarine School to attend the Nuclear Power School.
From July 1958 to Febmiary 1959 he had miclear power training proto-
type at the Nuclear Power Training Unit, Idaho Falls, Idaho, after
_which he had special nuclear power training at the Bettis Plant,
Atomic Power Laboratory, Pittsburgh, Pemmsylvania,

In March 1959 he joined the Blue Crew of the USS GEORGE WASHINGTON
(SSBN-598) and is entitled to the Ribbon for and a facsimile of the
Navy Unit Commendation awerded that fleet ballistic missile submarine.
In September 1961 he transferred to the USS SKIPJACK (SSW-585) to serve
as Engineer Officer and Executive Officer. He abtended the Prospective
Commending Officers School at the Submarine Base, New London, Comnect-
ieut, during March and April 1964, then had fleet ballistic missile
training at the Guided Missile School, Dam Neck, Virginia. In June
1964 he reported as Executive Officer of the Blue Crew of the USS
ATEXANDER HAMILTON {SSBN-617). During June and July 1965 he again
athended the Prospective Companding Officers School, then had further
training in the Bureau of Ships, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

e assumed command of the USS HADDO (SSN-604) in November 1965
and for outstending services in that assignment was awarded the Legion
of Merit and the Navy Commendation Medal. The ciltations follow in

part:

. legion of Merit: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct...in
1966, . .Displaying exceptional professional competence, sound judgment.
- and resourcefulness, Commander Chewning planned and successfully ex-
ecuted an extremely complex and important independent submarine

operation,.."
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, Navy Commendetion Medal: 'For meritorious achievement during a
period in 1967. Through his outstanding leadership, professional skill
and sound judgment, commander Chewning was instrumental in achieving
resulis of eignificant value to nabional security..."

He is also entitled to the Ribbons for the Navy Unit Commendation
and the Meritorious Unit Commendation awarded the USS HADDO.

He was Commander Submarine Division FIFTY-QONE from November 1970 -
to June 1971 and-the next month agsumed command of Submarine Squadron
SEVEN., In Februaxry 1973 he became Commander Submarine Squadron CONE,

n addition to the leglon of Merit, the Navy Commendation Medal,
the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon with Bronze Star and the Meritorious
Unit Commendation Ribbon, Captain Chewning has the China Service Medal;
National Defense Service Medal with bronze star; Vietnam Service Medal '

and the United Nations Service Medal.
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