CAPTAIN AIBERT P, COFFIN "L [ .
UNTITED STATES NAVY R RS

Albert Peyton Coffin was born in Philadeipii’e, on Qctober 19,
1911, son of Albert Reeves and Kathryne Peyton Coffin. He attend-
¢d Park School, Indianapolis, Indiana, and on avsolintment from
indiana entered the U, 38, Naval Academy, Annapoiis, Maryland, on
June 17, 1930. As a Midshipman he wag a menbsr of the Naval Acade-
%y Crew. Graduated and commissioned Ensign oa lay 31, 1934, he
subsequently advanced to the rank of Captain, with date of rank

July 1, 1953.

= After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1934, he had three
years' sea duty as a junior officer in the USS WEST VIRGINIA, rlag-
ship of Battleships, Battle Force. While on board that battleship
he also served from Decewber 1935 as an aircraft gunnery observer
with Observation Squadron %, attached thereto. On June 29, 1937

he reported to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, for

flight training, and was designated Naval Aviator on April 12, 1938.
Tn June he was assigned to Bombing Squadron 5, based on the USS
YORKTOWN, and two years later was transferred to the aviation unit

of the U3S DETROIT,

Detached from the DETROIT in January 1941, he had brief tours
of shore duty at the Naval Air Stationsg, Pensacola, Florida, and
Corpus Christi, Texas, In July 1942 he reported to Torpedo Squad-
réon TEN, based on the USS ENTERPRISE, "For extroardinary heroism
in the line of his profession as Commander of a Torpedo Squadron of
the USS ENTERPRISE in combat against enemy Japanese naval forces in
the Solomon Tslands Area from November 13-15, luk2,.." he was
awarded the Navy Cross. The citation continues:

: "Gallantly leading his squadron ageinst a -mpanese battleship
of the Kongo clars, Lieutenant Coffin launched a gkillful and dar--
ing attack, and despite heavy anti-aircraft five and an umbrella of
gnemy fighters, scored three torpedo hits, which stopped the enemy
vesgel and prevented it from shelling the aircraft installations

of Henderson Fleld, Guadalecanal., After this brilliant achievement,
he again personally led five subsequent attacks on major Japanese
forces with highly successful results..."

Detached from command of TorFedo squadron TEN in June 1943, he
reported to Commander Fleet Alr, Yest COoast, and in September of
that year was assgigned brief duty as Commanding Officer of Torpedo
Squadron 19 of Fleet Alr Group 19. ‘In January 1944 he reported for a
yearts duty in the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washington,
D. C,, after vhich he returned to the Weat Coast, and on January

24, 1945 was designated Commander Carrier Air Group 19, later re-
designated Commander Attaclt Carrier Air Group 19. From December I,
1946 until December 3, 1947 he served as Public Information Officer
on the staff of the Commandant Twelfth Naval District.
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. On December o, 1947 he reported to the Naval A1y Station, Mof-
fett Field, Callfornla, vhere for eighteen monti = he served on the
staff of Commander Naval Alr Transport Servlce, and later Commander
Fleet Logistic Support Wings, Pacific. In June 1940 he was ordered
to Valparaiso, Chile, for duty as a member of tie U, S. Naval Mis-
gion to Chile, Upon his return to the United States, he received
orders to the Naval Air Station, Olathe, Xanwas, where he had duty
as Executive Officer of the Naval Alr Technical Training Unit, from
November 13, 1951 until July 25, 1952, and as ucmmanding Officer

of that unit for a year thereafter. _

: Fe wag a student at the Alr War College, Maxwell Air Force
Base, from August 1953 until June 1954, and durjng the year to
follow, he was Commanding Officer of Air Transport Squadron 3. On
July 20, 1955, he reported for duty on the staf of the U. 3. Naval
Eostgraduate School, Monterey, California.

Tn addition to the Navy Cross, Captsh Coffin has the American
Defense Service Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with engage-
ment stars; the Amerﬁcan Campaign Medal; World War 1T Victory
Medal; and the National Defense Service Medal.
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