CAPTAIN THOMAS J, CANTY
MEDICAL CORFS, U, 8, Nayy

Thamas John Canty was bern in Milweukee, Wiseonsin; on April 19,
1906, sen of John Thomas and Effle Murie (Doyer) Canty, He attended
Marquette University High School and received the degrees of Bachelor
of Science (1933) and Doctor of Medicine (1936) from Marquette University
and Mexrquette University Medieal Behool, respectively, He served his
internship &t the Milwsukee County Hespitel, 1935-1936, Diring 1937 he
attended & postgradunte course in surgery st the University of Pennsylvanie,
Graduate School of Medieine, Commissioned Liewbernmmt (Junior gradw) in
the Medieal Corps of the U, B¢ Navy on August 2b, 1937, he subsequently
advanced in reank, ettaining that of Ceptain; to date from April 1, 1953,

Upcn recelving hig appeolutment in 1937, he reperted for instruetion
at the U, S, Navy Medical School, Washington, D, ¢, Between April and
October 1938 he was engaged in orthepaedic surgery at the U, S, Naval
Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvenia, a*ter whieclh he served as Mediecal
Officer on board the USS TEXAS, operating with the Atlsntie Fleet, 1In
November 1939 he transferred in & similar capacity to the USS HERNDON
in which he had duty until September 1940,

He was Medical Offieer at the U, 5, Naval Dispensary, Portsmouth,
Wew Hampshire followed'by‘postgraduate instruetion in surgery at the
Uy 8, Naval Hospital, Poertsmouth, Virzinia., In June 1941 he Joined
the USS WASHINGTON as Medical Officer and was serving as such when the
United States entered World War 1T, December 8, 1941, While he was
abcard that battleship, she eonducted conveys to Murmansk, Russia, and
later‘participated In action in the Solomon Tslands area,

In July 1943 he reported for pestgraduvate Instruction in surgery at
Mayo Clinie, Rochester, Minnesots., Upon commpleting the course in December
of that year, he became Chiet of Burgery and Chief of Rehabilitation at
the U, S, Naval Convalescent Bospital, Sun Valley, Idaho, He remained
there until August 194k, when he Joined the USS MARYLAND as Medical
Officer, He received a Letter of Commendaticn with Ribbon and Combat
"V," as follows:

"For distinguishing himesely by excellent service as Senior Medical
Officer on board the USS MARYLAND during operations mgainst the enemy
in Leyte Gulf, P, I., on 29 November 194k, wWhen his ship was demaged
by enemy action, Lieutenant Commander Canty perscrElly treated the
wounded in smoke-filleqd compartments as well as direeting rescue Opersa.-
tions. Although sick bay was completely destroyed, he organized snd
established emergency wards in accordance with plans he had previously
decided,.."

Detached from the USS MARYLAND in July 1945, he then reported
&8s Chief of Orthopedie Surgery, U, S, Navel Hospital, Mare Island,
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Vellejo, California, and also served as Officer in Charge of the
Amputetion Center, Officer in Charge of the Artifieiasl Limb Shop and
Director of Prosthetic Research.

‘"For exceptionally meritorious conduet as Chief of Orthopedle Sur-
gery, Officer in Charge of the Artificisl Limd Pepertment and Director
of Prosthetic Reseerch) and Rehsbilitation Officer at the United Stetes
Neval Hospital, Mave Island, Vellejo, Celifernie, from July 1945 to
23 June 1950..." he was ewarded the Legion of Merit, The eitation con-
tinues in part:

"Exercising brilliant professional skill, meticulous attention to
deteil and sound judgment in the administration of his responsibilities
to aid the physically handicepped; Commander Canty personally originated
twenty-eight important improvements in the menufscture and fitting of
artificial limbs; performed in-excess of two thousand successful opera-
tions; and directed all phases of the rehabllitation process for each
amputee, including the proper training in the use of prosthetic devices,
In addition, he gave unstintingly of his time and efforts in conducting
schools for civilian limb mekers at the hospital in the interest of alding
the physically handieapped throughout the nation, as well 88 casualties
from action in the Armed Forees, mchieving & record of ninety percent
completely rehabilitated, with no amputee becoming psychotic while under
his charge..."

) On June 19, 1950, he became Chief of the Amputee ‘Bervice at the

U, S, Neval Hospital, Oaklsnd, Califormia, and continued In this assign-
ment until his detachment in Jemmry 1961. He assumed duty as Commanding’
Officer, U, S. Naval Hospital, Camp Pendleton, Californis, on February 20,
of that year and in July 1965 wes ordered detached for duty as Medical
Reserve Program Officer in the Ninth Naval District, headquarters Great
ILakes, Illinois,.

In addition to the Legion of Merit and the Commendetion Ribbon with
Combat "V," Ceptain Canty has the American Defense Serviee Medal; American
Campaign Medal; European-Afriean-Middle Fastern Campaign Medal with star;
Asiatic~Pacific Campeign Medal with four stars, World War II Vietory
Medal; National Defense Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation
Ribbon with two stars.

Dr., Canty was awarded the Marquette University Sehool of Medicine
Alumni Association's 1950 Annual Alumni Award for his outstending work
in the field of medicine. On Jenuary 18, 1952 he recelved a letter from
the Office of the Seeretary of the Navy, Navy Department, expressing its
appreciation in recognition of his outstending accomplishment in reseerch
development, production and fitting of artificial limbs for combat
veterans from 1943 to 1950. On October 31, 1950 he received an award
for distinguished service by the Ameriean Legion for his signal contri-
butions to the well=being, orientation and rehsbilitation of amputee
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veterans and service men, In 1852 he received =
American Veterans for "Exceptional and meritoriou
of outstanding service for the disabled,"

In July 1954 he was awarded a commendation iy
mittee for Employment of the Physically Handicapp
was awarded a Certificate of Merit from the Ameri
December 1954 he was awarded a Certificate of App
of Foreign Wars for "His outstanding service and
in rehabilitation of amputee casualties of World
In April 1955, Dr. Canty was rresented the "Jose
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citation from the Disabled
S conduct in the performance

rom the President's Com-

ed and in that same year he

can Medical Association, 1In
reciation from the veterans
exceptional contributions

War 11 and the Xorean conflict,"
Fernandez Madrid" medicsl

awerd by the President of Columbia, South America, Tn May 1956 he wes pre-

sented with a eitation from the Chinese Nationali

st Navy for outstanding work

in the field of rehabilitation. In August 1957 he lectured at the first
course on prosthetics, held at Copenhagen, Dermerk, That same month
he received a citation for meritortous service from President Eisenhower's

Committee on Employment of the Physically Handica
Dr. Canty was given a citation from the American
Surgeons and in Mareh of that year was presented

pped. In January 1959
Acadenry of Orthopedic
with a citation from

the Mexican government for his work in rehsbilitetion, In Deecember 1960,

Dr. Canty was awarded the Eduerdo Liceago Medsl f
commendation from the National Society for Crippl
Ine,

rom Mexico, and a
ed Children and Adults,

Dr., Canty is a recognized guthority, both national end international,

on emputations, prostheses and rehabilitation., H
over 7,000 emputations without e single fatality,

e has personally performed
He personally ore

genized and established the first comprehensive rehabilitation progream
in the U, S, Nevy at the U, S. Navy Convalescent Hospital, San Valley,

Idaho, He had been the Director of Prosthetic Re

search from 1946 and

has personally contributed innumerable improvements in artificisl limbs

and braces,

On October 13, 1953, he wes elected & member

of the Americen Fracture

Associetion, In his official capacity as Chief of the Amputee Service,

he has represented this Govermment and the U. 8,

national meetings and numerocus nationsl sclentifd
authored numerous articles and medical Jourmnsls r
surgery, emputation surgery, prosthetic devices =
1s certified in Suction Socket Prostheses and hazs

Navy at various inter=
¢ meetings, He has
egarding orthopedic

nd rehabilitation, He
directed several

Suction Socket Schools for limb fitters throughout the nation, BHe heg

supervised and trained many medical officers in o}

rthodpedic surgery and

rehabilitation, He has organized, equipped, staffed, and directed

several Physical Therapy Departments and Cccupeti
in various Navy Hospitals. He has conducted a Sc
Appliance Mechanics at the Navy Amputee Center fr

onal Therapy Departments
hool for Orthopedic
om 1947 to the present,

which has graduated numerous personunel; many of whom are now preacticing

this profession throughout the country,
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Dr, Canty is & member of the Americen Medical Assovimtion; the
Ameriean Fraetturs Associmtien; verious sub-gommittees of the Promthetles
Research Beard, Fatiorml Resesreh Counedly the Internstionsl Seelety Tor
the Welfare of Cripples; the Cumpittee on Prpstheses, Braces and Teehnieal
Aids; the Medical Adviscry Committee of the American Federation of the
Physically Hendicepped, and the lLatin:American Society of Orthopedics
and Treumetology. He also belongs to the Knights of Columbus; Bohemien
Club, Sen Franciseo, Californie; and the Marquette University Alumni
Association.
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