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REAR ADMIRAL DONALD SIDLEY EVANS,
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Donald Sidley Evans was born in Saugus, Massachusetts, on pugust

31, 1901, son of Mrs. Richard (Maude M. Murphy) Evans, and the late
Rev. Richard Evans. He attended Wausau (Wisconsin) High School, and
one year at the Laurence College, Applceton, Wlsconsin, before enterin
the United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, in 1918, He
graduated and wae commiesloned Ensign on June 3, 1922, and by subse-
quent promotions attained the rank of Captaln to date from Junc 2L,
1942, Upon his transfer to the Retired List of the Navy on July 1,
1962, he was advanced to Rear Admiral on the hasis of comnbat awards.

After graduating in June, 1922, he was assigned to the USS
MARYLAND, In that battleship he made the crulse to Rlo de Janolro
with the Sccrotary of 8tate aboard. The next year he was dotached to
duty as Assistant Communicatlion Officer on the staff of the Commander
in Chief, U.8. Fleet, aboard the USS SEATTLE, flagship, scrved the
yoar 1923.1924, and thereafter until 1927 as Watch and Divlsion Of-
figer of that orulser, Transferring to the USS GOFF, he -served a two
year tour, which included duty on the east coast of Nicarsgua in the
wintor and spring of 1927-1928, -

He roturncd to Amnapolis in 1929 to attend the Naval Postgraduate
School, General Line and Applicd Communicatlon coursec, The course -
completod in 1931, he scrved as Communication Offlcer on the staff of
Commander, Dostroyer Bquadron ONE, and after two ycars transferrcd to
duty as Radlo Officer on tho staff of Commander Destroyer Bquadrons,
Scouting Force, in the USS RALEIGH, Ilagship., The year 19361936, he
had shore duty under instruction at the Naval War College, Newport,
Rhode Island, followed by a year on the staff of that college.

In September, 1937 he was ordered to the Aslatic Fleet, where he
gerved successively in the USS CANOPUS at Tslngtao, China, and as
Commanding Officer of the USS FINCH at Shanghai. He was serving in
the latter during the outbreak of Sino-Japanese hostilifles 1n 1937.
The year 1938-1939, he served as Fleet Communication Officer on the -
ataff of the Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, USS AUGUSTA, flagship.
Tn 1939 he assumed duty as Commanding Officer of the USS STEWART,

That destroyer cperated in the Chlna-Philippineés area.

Upon returning from the Asiatle Station in 1940, he was assigned
to the staff of the Naval Postgraduate School, Annapolis, untll 1943,
Ordercd %o the Atlantic Flcet, he was first assigned to duty as Com~"
munication Officer on the staff of Commander U.S, Naval Forces, North-
weet African Waters, later as Communleatlon Officer on the gtaff of -
Commandcr, U.S. BIGHTH Fleet in the Mediterrancan area. While so
serving, he was awarded the Loglon of Merit, Gold Stars in licu of
second and third similar awards, and the Bronze Sfar Medal, each with
combat dlstinguishing device, V. The citatlons in part followy .

Legion of Merit; "For exceptionally meritorious conduct . .
in both the planning and execution phascs of the invaslon of the

" Tsland of Siclly in July, 1943. Responsiblo for the establishment
" and the maintenance of Naval communications during the invasion, (he)
~ workod tirelessly day and night to organlze tho system which rosulted -
" 4p the highly efficient coordination of the attacking foreces during
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Gold Star in lieu of second Legion of Merit: ", . .Captain Evans,
with great energy and outatanding reosourcefulnesgs, applied himsclf to
the task of establishing, planning, and directing the nccessarily con-
plex communication organization required for exercising command over
a large amphlblous force. Frequently cncountoring new technical
problems and meeting great difficulties in the sghortage of sultable
equipment and trained personnel, he nevertheless succceded, through
his ingenulty and profoessional skill, in providing efficicnt commu-
nicationg throughout the perlods of training and combat opcrations,
thereby ‘contributing greatly to the success of the invasion (of French

Morocco), o oF

Gold SBtar in lieu of third Legion of Merit: "For, . ,outstanding
gervices to the Government of the Unlted S8tates as Communication Of-
flcer on the staff of a Naval Task Force Commander prior to and during
the amphibious invasion of Italy in September, 1943, Exercising sound
technical sklll and keen foresight, (he) developed the communication
plans for controlling the operations of the large number of mixed
Allied unlits constituting the Tgask Force, and was largely responsible-
for the subsequent efficlont and orderly functlonlng of all communi- .
catlons throughout the vigorous assault. « oM :

Bronze Star Medal' "For mnritorious service . . , during a perio;

of almosgt continual operations against the enomy in- the Mcedlterranean
Theator from October 1943, to July 1944, . « (HO) was largcly re-
sponsible for the installation, malntenance and effective operatlon
of highly technical radio, radar and countermeasures equipment in
assignod combatant unite engaged in the conduct of amphibious opor-
ationg, the clearing of loecal convoy routes and ln current opcrations
in the arocea, thereby contributing materially to the dovelopmonﬁ of
efficicent communications which insured the orderly and timely flow of
operational traffic between all units of the U:8, EIGHTH Fleet and

the agencles of Allled services. . "

- Upon returning to the United States, he was ordercd o the Naval
War Gollege, Newport, R.I.s in October, 1944, to attend the Scnior
Course, completed in 1945, He remained the following two years for
duty on the staff of that college, When detached in the gummer of
1947 he became Commanding Officcr of the transport LEJEUNE, transferr-
ed the next October to command the USS GENERAL H, W. BUTNER, and in
May, 1948 he agssumed duty as Commander, Trangport Division 21,

In April, 1949 he was ordered to duty as Professor of Naval
Selence, Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, Unlversity of
Golorago at-Boulder, He was 80 sorving when relieved of active duby
and transferred to -the Retired List of the Navy on July 1, 1962,

Tn addliftion %o the Liegion of Merit (3 awards) and Bronze Star
Medal, cach with Combat V, Rear Admiral Evans has the Victory lodal;
Second Wicaraguan Campaign Medal (USS GOFF); China Service Medal;
American Defense Service Medal; American Gampaign Medals European~
African-Middle Eastorn Campaign Medal, with engagement stars; World We.
II Victory Medal; and Navy Ocoupation Scrvice Medal.
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